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In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
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On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 
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Thanks and Happiness 


Dear Sister: 

To really be happy we must be thankful. 
Happiness in its truer sense is not some- 
thing that comes to us involuntarily, but 
a thing that must be cultured. It is not the 
synthetic thing the masses of today define 
as happiness. It is not something that can 
be procured with wealth. It may not be the 
heritage of the person who enjoys a posi- 
tion of honor or influence in worldly affairs, 
nor of the favorites of health. It is in reality 
a mental attitude; the sum total of thank- 
fulness for blessings received, contentment 
with one’s lot, a determination to make the 
best of adverse conditions which we cannot 
alter, and the satisfaction gained from con- 
structive work well done; in short, the prod- 
uct of a contented mind. 

Let us be truly thankful. 

Elgin, Oregon Mrs. J. G. 


Thanks for Golden Opportunities 


Bear Maranatha Sister, 

We have so many things to be thankful 
for that we cannot begin to name them. 
There are golden opportunities that are new 
every morning. 

Winter coming on, could seem like a long 
and dreaded occasion but to some of us, 
it can mean less responsibility of daily toil 
and more time to give to God’s work. 

Selma, lowa Mrs. V. T. 


Thankful for Liberation 


Dear Maranatha Sister, 

Oh, praise the Lord, our prayer of thanks- 
giving should be greater and more rever- 
ent not because we have sufficient for our 
needs but much more so for the Anchor of 
Truth so sure and steadfast, liberating our 
minds from false beliefs and practices that 
have put so many to sleep. The Blessed 
Word teaches us never to be despondent or 
gloomy, rather sing and rejoice be our por- 
tion bitter or sweet, glorying above all else 
in the knowledge of the living God. Like 
Bro. Paul who knew how to turn fiery 
crosses into triumphs under every occasion 
in his life, let us also adopt the same motto 
he chose to guide him and be able to say 
fervently, “None of these things move me.” 
I’m purposed to rejoice with thanksgiving 
evermore. 

There should be more cause for thanks- 
giving in the camp of the people of God than 
anywhere else, for are we not on the thresh- 
old of a new era? when we shall be privi- 
leged to meet the King of kings, who is soon 
to come bringing blessings with him the 
nations have never heard the like of. There 
is a condition we must meet here and now 
by exchanging the garments of flesh for the 
garments of spotless purity and thus our 
privilege will be assured. Lord help us to 
come up to every requirement. 


South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 
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“So Also is the Resurrection of the Dead” 


AUL’S WHOLE THESIS in the latter part of I Cor. 
P 15 pertuins to the resurrection of the dead. Without 

an understanding of this feature and the use of the 
key in v. 42, “so also is the resurrection of the dead,” we 
cannot get the true idea of Paul’s logic. We read in verse 
35, “But some man will say, How are the dead raised up, 
and with what body do they come?” The question pertains 
to the resurrection from the dead, with what body do 
the dead come? We must recognize the fact that the dead 
when raised will still be mortal and corruptible. Their 
physical status, after resurrection, will be the same as 
before they fell asleep in death. The resurrection only 
returns them to the level of the living. 

Another feature to be considered is the fact that the 
resurrection is not to be universal; only the covenant 
makers are to be called to account; only those who have 
agreed to serve God will appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ. In support of this position we read: “For as 
many as have sinned without law shall also perish with- 
out law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall 
be judged by the law” (Rom. 2:12). And Jesus Himself 
said (Matt. 25: 14, 19), “For the kingdom of heaven is as 
a man travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods. After a long 
time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth 
with them.” 


“Sown” or Cast Out 


Religionists advance the opinion that I Corinthians 15 
pictures the dead coming out of the grave with spiritual 
bodies, immortal. They feel that they get the backing for 
this belief from the reading of verses 42, 43, “So also is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor; it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power.” Theologians base their position on a miscon- 
ception of the use of the word “sown.” It appears to 
many siudents of the Bible that the placing of the dead 
in their graves is the act of sowing, hence when the body 
is “sown in corruption” and “raised in incorruption,” 
it is placed in the grave a mortal being, and raised an 
immortal being. If we follow this thread of logic to its 
natural conclusion we shall find ourselves sponsoring 
the belief in eternal torment. 


The Judgment Necessary Before the Reward 


The divine arrangement is that no man or woman will 
be rewarded until after they have appeared before the 
judgment seat of Christ and their status with God deter- 
mined. We read, “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad” (II Cor. 5:10). A large pro- 
portion of the covenant makers will be sleeping when 
Christ returns, hence will have to be resurrected before 
they can be judged. The text we just cited shows both 
good and bad shall stand before the great Judge. That 
being the case, if the dead are raised from the grave with 
a spiritual body, immortal, whether righteous or wicked, 





they could not die, hence would have to suffer the 
mi-eries of some sort of eternal punishment. 

This approach is unthinkable; it is unreasonable; it 
is unscriptural. “Wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction,” said Jesus; and “The wages 
of sin is death,” said Paul (Matt. 7:13; Rom. 6: 23). 
The resurrection of the dead must precede the Judgment; 
the Judgment must precede the dispensing of the 
rewards and the bestowal of immortality; hence the dead 
cannot be raised from the grave immortal. In this way 
we discredit the popular theory of the dead being raised 
immortal. 

How then can we bring Paul’s words in I Cor. 15: 42, 
43 into harmony with the foregoing logic? 

We have no authority for interpreting the “sowing” 
as meaning the placing of a dead body in the embrace 
of Mother earth. The ancient method of sowing grain 
was to take it by handfuls from a sack or basket and 
sow it broadcast upon the surface of the earth. This 
definition of sowing fits in perfectly with the Scriptural 
idea of the resurrection of the dead. The dead are to be 
“sown” or cast out upon the surface of the earth. But 
this returns them only to the level of the living. If worthy 
of immortal life at resurrection Day, they will need to be 
raised to that higher plane of physical life; they will 
need their mortal natures refined; their vile bodies 
changed, and made like to the immortal body of their 
Lord and Saviour. 

Now beginning with verse 35, Paul’s reasoning is to 
the effect that at the resurrection of the dead, those 
resurrected will still be mortal and subject to death, and 
that their eligibility to the reward of immortal life will 
still be undetermined. “But some man will say, How 
are the dead raised up? and with what body do they 
come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, 
except it die: and that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance 
of wheat, or of some other grain: but God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own 
body” (vs. 35—388). In the planting of the physical seed 
the planter knows that like will beget like. A kernel of 
wheat will not produce a stalk of rye, or a kernel of rye 
a stalk of oats. Verse 37 in the Know translation of the 
Bible is plainer than the Authorized Version: “and what 
thou sowest is not the full body that is one day to be, 
it is only bare grain, of wheat, it may be, or some other 
crop; it is for God to embody it according to His will, 
each grain in the body that belongs to it.” 

In the resurrection it is for God to embody each plant in 
His “field” with the proper body relative to the seed 
sown, or cast out, or in other words, the covenant maker 
that has been brought to the level of the living through 
a physical resurrection, will be rewarded according to 
his works. Literal death does not clean up the sinner and 
transform him into a saint. As the tree “falleth”’ so 
shall it lie. The working days, the time for character- 
changing, ended with the close of this natural life. 
Now, all who have promised to serve God must “appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ to receive for the 
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things done in the body, whether good or bad. The Judge 
will not call evil good, nor good evil. One who is “sown,” 
or cast out of the grave as a “tare,” (as he went down 
to the grave) will remain so; God will not clothe it with 
the body of a stalk of wheat. God will not perpetuate any 
unworthy thing. A worker of iniquity will still be classed 
a worker of iniquity after resurrection just as before. 
He that is “filthy” will be “filthy still’: “he that is 
holy,” will be “holy still.” The process of physical death 
has no purifying properties. 

In verses 36, 37, we seem to have a symbol within a 
symbol: “Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quick- 
ened (or does not sprout), except it die.” These words 
seem to carry a double meaning. We know that a seed placed 
in arid soil does not sprout. As long as the outer body 
of the seed remains intact, the potential power of the 
germ life within is not released. So in the spiritual. The 
man or woman who would qualify as the “good seed of 
the kingdom” must be prepared to surrender the outer 
life before the inner life can be revealed, or become 
active. “That which thou sowest is not quickened,” or 
made alive, spiritually speaking, until it die to sin. 

Then, to make the second application, at Judgment 
Day the type of body the seed is to receive, will be accord- 
ing to the nature of the “bare grain,” the resurrected 
individual, unclothed with immortality, plus the record 
of his spiritual accomplishment, “it may chance of wheat, 
or of some other grain.” There can never be a natural 
resurrection without a physical death, or an exaltation to 
immortality without a death to sin. 


Varying Degrees of Reward or Punishment 


It is revealed in the Word that there will be varying 
degrees of unfaithfulness. The slightest degree of 
unfaithfulness will unfit the Christian runner for the 
full reward in the race for eternal life. Yet some degree 
of reward is planned for the near-winners. This truth is 
revealed in II John 8, “Look to yourselves, that we lose 
not those things which we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward.” The prospect of a full reward 
suggests the possibility of some receiving something 
less than a full reward, a partial reward. Beginning at 
v. 39 Paul employs a number of symbols to depict these 
varying degrees of unfaithfulness and the corresponding 
status with the Eternal. 

Let us remember the key to this part of the chapter: 
“So also is the resurrection of the dead.” “All flesh is 
not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and 
another of birds.” At the Great Tribunal there will be 
covenant makers of differing status. There will be the 
faithful, to whom the Judge will say: “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy 
Lord.” Then there will be others with varying degrees 
of unfaithfulness. Such men as Cain, Judas, and Demas, 
will merit no reward at all. While such men as Eli, who 
loved the ark of his God, yet failed to restrain his 
ungodly sons, Hophni and Phinehas, and some among 
the kings of Judah who served the Lord, but not with 
their whole heart—and many others who over the ages 
have followed that same pattern—will be worthy of 
various amounts of a partial reward. 

Again, vs. 40—42 picture the subjects of the resurrect- 
ion by the use of another simile: “There are also celestial 


bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star dif- 
fereth from another star in glory. So also is the resur- 
rection of the dead.” Not only will there be varying 
degrees of unfaithfulness, but even among those who 
gain the full reward there will be varying degrees of 
glory. Christ is to be King of kings, not a King among 
kings. He is to be the Head of His body, the church, the 
Husband of His bride, the 144,000 faithful ones who have 
arrayed themselves in the fine linen clean and white, 
which is the righteousness of saints. He is to be the 
“Head” of His household, ‘whose house are we if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end.” His glory can be likened to the glory of the 
sun. Then outstanding leaders such as Moses, Daniel, 
Paul, Peter, the two “wonders” who were seen standing 
on either side of the river of time (Dan. 12), will merit a 
higher place in that coming age than we of lesser capaci- 
ties. 

What a revealing Day to all will be the Day of Judg- 
ment that follows the resurrection from the dead! 


The Better Resurrection 


Now beginning with v. 42 Paul continues with his 
splendid logic, picturing the “better resurrection” which 
is to follow the “sowing” or casting out of the dead by 
which they were brought to the level of the mortal living: 
“So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown [or 
cast out of the grave] in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption: it is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: 
it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown 
a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body” (vs. 
4244). 

The dead will come forth from the grave mortal and 
corruptible. Along with the living, they shall appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ to be judged, to have 
it made known whether they are worthy of the great 
“lifting up,” ‘Hos. 6:2) to be raised in power, to be 
made equal to the angels, never to die any more. 

Now beginning with v. 45 Paul continues to compare 
the condition of the faithful servants before and after 
they have experienced the better resurrection. “The first 
man Adam was made a living soul,” an “animate being,” 
the “last Adam a life-giving spirit” (Moffatt). “It was 
not the principle of spiritual life that came first; natural 
life came first, then spiritual life” (v. 46, Knox). In the 
resurrection of the dead the natural life will come first, 
then the spiritual life, the lifting up to a higher plane 
of physical life, the change from mortality to immortality. 

Verses 47—49 state the obvious fact that “The first 
man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord 
from heaven.” And, “as is the earthy, such are they also 
that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly.” Nevertheless, at the resurrection of 
the dead it can be said of all worthy Christians: “As 
[they] have borne the image of the earthy, [they] shall 
a'so bear the image of the heavenly.” 

An appropriate spiritual application can also be made 
to the words: “As is the earthy, such are they also that 
are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly.” At the resurrection, each will be 
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rewarded according to his works. Such as, up until the 
time of their death, were “earthly, sensual, and devilish,” 
will remain so at the resurrection of the dead. “And as 
is the heavenly,” those who have set their affections on 
things above, those who have become one with God 
mentally and morally, shall then be made like unto the 
heavenly; theirs will be the reward of immortal life, 
they will live forever in unspeakable bliss. All such can 
join with Paul in the song of triumph, saying, “As we 
have borne the image of the earthy”—borne the moral 
image of Christ while still in the mortal body of flesh— 
“we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.” 

Then v. 50 fits perfectly into the picture Paul has 
been painting for us: “Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” There is 
a vast difference between the two natures. Moral cor- 
ruption cannot inherit physical incorruption, nor can 
moral perfection be adversely affected by physical cor- 
ruption. 

No. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God.” We will not be able to inherit the kingdom of God 
in our mortal state. Before ever we inherit the kingdom 
of God we must be made immortal, must be changed from 
the mortal to the immortal, as declared in Phil. 3: 21. 


The “We” Raised Without Passing Through Death 


In Moffatt’s Translation, I Cor. 15:51 reads, “Here 
is a secret truth for you: not all of us are to die, but 
all of us are to be changed.” Yes, as we read in our 
King James’ Translation, “Behold, I show you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” By 
“we” Paul refers to this body of Christ. Paul knew that 
he would fall asleep; he knew he would lie in the tomb 
for centuries of time. He never looked for his reward 
until the coming of the Master. But he had the assurance 
there was a crown laid up for him. When he said “we” 
shall not all sleep he was referring to some living down 
in these last days: he was revealing a secret to us. 

Jesus speaks of the same truth in John 11: 24—26, 
Martha speaking of her brother said, “I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” She 
knew the truth; she did not believe her brother had 
gone off to heaven when he died. He was sleeping in the 
tomb. But “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection 
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?” 
Whosoever is alive at that time, and believeth in Me, 
shall never die. That will be a wonderful blessing for 
those who never have to die, those who never pass 
through the death state. Jesus tells of that wonderful 
change, and Paul confirms it, saying that we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed. It will be a blessed 
thing to pass through the change, and never experience 
death’s terrors. 

In I Cor. 15:58, 54 Paul continues, “For this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality.” In the resurrection, after being 
raised from the tomb, this mortal must put on immor- 
tality. “So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory.” All the million- 
aires and billionaires of earth, with all their wealth; all 


the wise and notable, and the kings and queens of earth, 
cannot escape death’s terrors. They do not want the 
truth. You could not reach them with this Gospel; you 
could not get them to follow the teachings of this won- 
derful Book. But here we are told how we may gain the 
victory, how we may have death swallowed up of life. 
What other victory is worth anything when compared 
to this? You might become the greatest painter, the great- 
est sculptor, statesman, or industrialist, but the end of 
every such career would be only death. The only way we 
can gain the victory over death and the grave is to form 
a character worthy of eternal life. The man or woman 
who conquers self is the one who will gain that victory. 
What a reasonable plan! Only the faithful shall be able 
to ery, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory?” Of all victories of which we can conceive, 
there is no victory on earth equal to the victory over 
death and the grave. Death is a grim reaper visiting every 
home on earth, asking no questions, claiming all 
humanity. “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” He will give us 
victory over what? Victory over the grave. It is through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through His wonderful Word and 
His godly example that we are enabled to gain the vic- 
tory over the flesh, and Christ personally will bestow 
upon us the boon of immortal life. 

What other victory is worth anything in comparison? 
How people of the world will strive to climb a mountain, 
or gain a victory over some little thing, as in the world of 
sports; but what does it amount to? Nothing at all. 

Paul closed this chapter with these wonderful words, 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye_ stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,” 
—do not be moved by your own inclinations. There is 
something to do. What a beautiful ending to this chapter! 
He first points us to the victory, then he says, “Be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not in vain in the Lord.” 





Edward Bok is credited with the statement that it was 
a great shock to him to discover that in America waste 
was glorified, thrift regarded with contempt. There is 
too much truth in this indictment. America has been 
almost too prosperous for her own spiritual good and 
future welfare. Prodigality among the masses is a symp- 
tom of decay; thrift is a civilization builder. 

It is our duty as Christians to maintain a reserve in the 
form of a bank account or safe investments to guard 
against the always impending “rainy day.” 

We are now upon the threshold of a season marked by 
a wicked expenditure of money for foolishness, a pagan 
orgy of extravagance among all classes, to celebrate a 
day originally devoted to a licentious feast in honor of 
a pagan god. Aside from the fact that Dec. 25th has no 
Bible authority as the date of Jesus’ birth, the manner of 
its observance in these days of easy money and easier 
morals is more suited to a heathen nation than one char- 
acterized as “Christian.” 





Custom without reason is but an ancient error. 
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You Can't Fool God 


mailed. “Here,” he said, “take this to the corner 
drugstore, buy a stamp and put it on the envelope, 
then drop it in the mailbox.” 

When the little boy came home, he was as happy as 
could be. “‘Father,” he said “I saved the three cents. I saw 
a lot of people dropping letters in the mailbox and I 
waited until no one was in sight, then I dropped our 
letter in without having to buy a stamp.” He really 
thought he had done something clever. Of course his father 
had to explain to Tim what a mistake he had made. He 
said, “You can’t fool Uncle Sam. The letter will either 
come back for postage, or the person to receive it will 
have to pay the postage, and it is even possible the letter 
may wind up in the dead letter office. You can’t fool 
Uncle Sam that easy.” 

How often in our dealings with God, we have acted 
as Tim in this little story. Many times we thought we 
were fooling God. Because God is not where we can see, 
or talk with Him, we become indifferent and think He 
does not notice our neglect. We forget that known unto 
God are all our ways. 

Paul informs us that the two-edged sword “strikes 
through to the place where soul and spirit meet, to the 
innermost intimacies of a man’s being; it exposes the 
very thoughts and motives of a man’s heart. No creature 
has any cover from the sight of God; everything lies 
naked and exposed before the eyes of Him with Whom 
we have to do.” 

When attempting to fool God we merely deceive self. 

The little boy really thought he was getting by without 
paying for the stamp, and often we think we can get by 
without making a full and complete surrender. 

God is a great Paymaster and has hired laborers into 
His vineyard, He offers abundant pay, but He will have 
one hundred percent service. God must be our all in all, 
we must pay the full price. How can we expect to draw 
full pay for halthearted service? Do we expect God to 
reward us for one hundred percent service, when we 
have given him a small percentage of our life, have 
sparingly given of our time in the Lord’s service? 

Tim thought Uncle Sam ought to take that letter with- 
out being paid the price of the stamp, and many people 
think God ought to give them all the benefits and bless- 
ings of the wonderful boon of salvation, without any 
expense or effort on their part. 

In all ages God has richly blessed His people, but we 
cannot expect the bountiful blessings without putting 
forth all our little effort to serve Him. 

Let us ask ourselves a few questions. How much do we 
really appreciate the wonderful privilege of serving such 
a loving heavenly Father? 

Are we willing to throw all our mind, might and 
strength into the work of the Lord, to spend and be 
spent? 

When a brother or sister is in need, we willingly give 
financial help, but if asked to help by performing a time- 
consuming task, do we enter into it with a joyful spirit 
or do we think how much better we could use that time 
for ourselves? Do we willingly give of ourselves to push 
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the work of the Lord, or do we have so many tasks to 
do for self that we have no time for the Lord’s work? 

We cannot fool God. He knows if we expect all the 
benefits without expending diligent effort on our part. 
We must make a wholehearted investment. 

We might remark, “Isn’t that just like a child to think 
he could fool Uncle Sam that easy?” But let us consider 
the many times we have played the child before God, 
when we thought we were very cleverly concealing our 
deed, not realizing that we cannot fool Him. 

God tells us through the prophet Ezekiel, “I know the 
thoughts that come into your mind, every one of them.” 

He knows when impatience stirs our breast, when we 
are harboring bitter feelings, or when anger puts to 
flight our peace of mind. He knows when cruel jealousy 
lurks within. Known unto Him are our desires for appro- 
bation and the praise of man; nor does He overlook that 
seemingly harmiess and innocent thought of foolishness 
that lingers in the mind. Neither will God forget our 
labor of love. He can see if we are carefully hoarding away 
the precious moments, diligently laying up noble thoughts 
and righteous deeds. He remembers the smallest service 
in His name even to the giving of a cup of cold water. So 
keen is His remembrance that at the day of Judgment 
the righteous will exclaim, “Lord when did we do all 
this for Thee?” They had long forgotten such small 
service. 

The little boy went through all the motions of mailing 
a letter and he probably thought everything was all 
right but Uncle Sam didn’t think so. 

Do we go through the motions of service to God, but 
inwardly we cherish our own desires? Perhaps on the 
surface all appears to be progressing favorably but what 
of the motives that prompted us, are they true through 
and through? 

It is easier to keep up an outward form of religion than 
to control the wandering thoughts—easier to seem to 
cleverly “get by.” 

How very careful we should be that our religion is deep 
and sincere. 

It would help us to make faster progress if we would 
realize that we cannot fool God, that no thought can be 
withholden from Him. 

David realized that it was of no avail to secretly trans- 
gress God’s law when he said “Thou searchest me, Eter- 
nal One, thou knowest me, .. . all my life to thee lies 
open: ere ever a word comes to my tongue, O thou 
Eternal, ’tis well known to thee.” 

How oiten God is the forgotten Person, yet it is unto 
Him we must render our account. And when we are called 
before the grand assize and the book of remembrance 
is opened, we will find every thought whether good or 
bad is recorded there. 

To those who thought they could fool God it will be a 
day of grief and desperate sorrow, too late they will 
realize their folly. But to the righteous who believed that 
God was not mocked and each one would reap just as he 
had sown, it will be one long eternity overflowing with 
joy and happiness. What tongue can describe the reward 
of those who really believed “You can’t fool God.” 
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Wit’s-End Corner 


Are you standing at Wit’s-End Corner, 
Christian with troubled brow? 

Are you thinking of what is before you, 
And all you are bearing now? 

Does all the world seem against you, 
And you in the battle alone? 

Remember—at Wit’s-End Corner 
Is just where God’s power is shown. 


Are you standing at Wit’s-End Corner 
Blinded with wearying pain, 
Feeling you cannot endure it, 
You cannot bear the strain? 
Bruised through the constant suffering, 
Dizzy and dazed and dumb? 
Remember—at Wit’s-End Corner 
Is where Jesus loves to come. 


Are you standing at Wit’s-End Corner, 
Your work before you spread, 
All lying begun, unfinished, 
And pressing on heart and head, 
Longing for strength to do it, 
Stretching out trembling hands? 
Remember—at Wit’s-End Corner 
The Burden-Bearer stands. 


Are you standing at Wit’s-End Corner? 
Then you’re just in the very spot 
To learn the wondrous resources 
Of Him who faileth not. 
No doubt, to a brighter pathway 
Your footsteps will soon be moved. 
But only at Wit’s-End Corner 
Is the “God who is able” proved. 
—Sel. 





Oh, to think and act and feel toward God just as His 
kindness to us demands. All religious exercises, devout 
meditation, reading the Divine Word, longings after 
purity, faith, love, prayer, praise, worship, are simply 
manifestations of right dispositions toward God. Every- 
thing that we learn, possess or enjoy is given to teach us 
something about God. Therefore it is the most strange, 
unreasonable and foolish thing in man not to think of 
God. If we would only think of Him as often as He gives 
something to remind us of His care, He would be in all 
our thoughts and we should talk of Him and praise Him 
all the day long. 

ae ® ® 
Sound an anthem in your sorrows, 

Build a fortress of your fears; 
Throw a halo round your trials, 

Weave a rainbow in your tears. 


Never mind if shadows darken, 
Never mind if foes be strong; 

Lift your heads and shout Hosanna! 
Praise the Lord, it won't be long. 


Little Things 


E ARE APT to think of little things as of not 

\X/ much account. But the little things put together 

make the great things. The little grains of sand 
that get into our shoes cause much discomfort; the little 
flies bother most; the little drops of water make up the 
showers that water the earth and make it bring forth 
and bud and bear fruit. It is the continual little dropping 
of the water that wears away the rock. 

So in the spiritual life it is the little things we have to 
watch for. Small beginnings often lead to great ends, so 
that is the reason we have to be on the alert at all times. 
in the spiritual life we go neither up hill nor down with 
one big jump. Although the ground covered is step by 
step, with the passage of time the distance becomes more 
and more noticeable. The unfortunate part of traveling 
downhill is: that as it requires no effort to go down, the 
force of gravity hastens the tendency and increases the 
speed, a very great reason why we should watch not to get 
started in the wrong direction. 

Peter must have had the thought of little things in 
mind when he spoke of adding the Christian virtues. He 
knew no one would acquire them all at once. It is a work 
of time and circumstance, not to let our opportunities 
slip when we could be accumulating these godly charac- 
teristics. 

Every noble deed springs from a character that has 
been trained in integrity in small things. Likewise every 
ignoble act is the naturai result of self-indulgence rather 
than self-sacrifice. 

James likens the little words we speak—uncontrolled— 
to a small spark that can set a great forest on fire. As 
in one of the translations, “The tongue is a small organ 
and can talk big.” These are some of the little things 
that lead to great consequences. In fact so great that it 
means life or death, and that, eternal. 

All evils in their beginning are likened to fibers or 
sparks or little roots, but if neglected grow into great 
trees or fires or weeds that destroy much good. If the 
fiber of pride is dealt with on each appearance it would 
not result in a fall, or were the root of bitterness removed 
it could not bring destruction. If Saul had flooded that 
first spark of jealousy with the water of life, when the 
people sang praises to David, it would never have taken 
such fire in his heart that he sought David's life. 

We are all familiar with these fibers and sparks of 
various evils, but the question is, Are we digging them up 
and putting them out, so that little by little we grow to 
the stature of Christ? If we are not growing under our 
every day opportunities then these evils will dwarf our 
character. 

If we have a hard and tough block of wood we want to 
split we take a wedge and drive it into the block to split 
it. So let us drive in the wedge of God’s holy demands 
to split the evil, so it can be removed bit by bit, until 
our heart is pure. 

Sin, too, has a wedge, and it forcefully separates 
from God’s thoughts and ways. We must be on our watch 
that it does not get a start for it will keep us from obey- 
ing God’s commandments. 


(Continued on next page) 
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“Your thoughts are the molds which will shape all your life. 
As one thinks in his heart so is he. 

And sin’s entering wedge is a thought harbored close 
From which Jesus would want you to flee.” 

Sin can have its beginning in just a single evil thought 
but if not put away it will grow until it holds us fast 
within its grip, and it will take a mighty effort for us to 
free ourselves. It is much wiser and safer for us to be 
on the alert in its smallest stage for we have enough of 
a problem to cope with it then. 

People talk about little sins. Of course, there are some 
sins that are not as bad as others, but any sin, small or 
big, will keep us out of the Kingdom. And besides this, 
the little sins can and often do grow and become mighty 
sins. It takes only a little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to sleep, so shall our poverty come 
upon us, and we will not have on the robe of righteous- 
ness, and the Judge will say, How came you in here? 
and we will be dumb. We shall have nothing to answer 
for ourselves, because we did not watch the little things. 


not strive” (II Tim. 2: 24). So said the apostle 
Paul to his son Timothy, doing his best to put 
an old head on young shoulders. 

There are men that you can not pick a quarrel with, 
even if you try. Men with whom you always get your 
own way; men from whom you always get a soft look 
and a soft answer; men who, though opposed or irritated, 
are all the more gentlemanly; men to whom you may be 
self-opinioned and self-willed as you like, but it takes 
two to make a quarrel, and you are only one. Now if 
you are of this rare material, and have this rare quality 
in you, bless God for it every day, and bless all men round 
about you with it every day. If you are not naturally 
humble, meek and lowly, and you wish to be, God has 
opened a way for you through His Truth, and by your 
love for this Truth, to reach this height, this Christian 
virtue. Do we not read, “Great peace have they that 
love thy law and nothing shall offend them” (Psa. 
119: 165) ? Paul is known for his noble accommodating 
conduct and perfect submission in matters that touched 
his own opinions or practices. 

If two wild mountain goats meet each other in a narrow 
path on a high precipice above a large body of water, 
what do they do? They cannot turn back, and they cannot 
pass each other; there is not an inch of spare room. If 
they butt at each other, both would fall into the water 
below and would be drowned. What then, will they do, 
do you suppose? What would you do? Well, nature has 
taught the one goat to lie down and let the other pass 
over him, and then they both get to the end of the day 
safe and sound. 

Paul was always meeting goats on the narrow ledges 
of rock with the sea below. And so are you, and so am 
I. God ordains our meeting one another in this strait 
gate and narrow way, with a pit of destruction right 
below. 

Is our spiritual growth such that you and I will lie 
down, and let our brother pass over our prostrate bodies? 
The Scriptures teach, over and over that the prize, the 
glory, the honor, the dominion and the life will be given 
to the humble, meek and lowly. 


(<6 A BOVE ALL THINGS the servant of the Lord must 


Conquerors 


N THE PAGES of an ancient book is recorded 
C) the tale of a strange battle. The battle-field was 
a woodpile; the combatants, two races of ants, the 
one red, the other much larger, and black, fiercely con- 
tending with one another. Having once obtained hold, 
they never let go, but struggled and wrestled and rolled 
on the chips incessantly. On every side they were engaged 
in deadly combat, neither manifesting the least dispo- 
sition to retreat. The legions of these myrmidons covered 
all the hills and vales in the woodyard, and the ground 
was strewn with dead and dying, both red and black. It 
was evident that their battle-cry was—conquer or die. 
The writer said he was himself somewhat excited, even 
as if they had been men, The more you think of it, the 
less the difference. Whether the gladiators of the Roman 
arena or the armed soldiers of modern wars they fight 
to kill—conquer or die. 

History reveals to us that the inevitable result of 
man’s misgovernment on earth has been war, war, and 
more war. For various reasons, and for no reason at all 
in reality, peoples and nations have felt justified in using 
every means in their power to exterminate their neigh- 
bors across the border or across the water, as the case 
might be. A few wars have brought results, which, while 
not justifying the means, have been beneficial to human- 
ity. For instance, our own Civil War gave liberty to 
thousands of an oppressed race who through no fault 
of their own were held in slavery. Our own freedom as a 
nation was established through a bloody war which lasted 
eight years. 

Regardless of these results, we, as Christians, can 
engage in only one kind of warfare—that against our 
lower nature. Ours is a warfare for freedom from a 
slavery far more degrading and disastrous in its results 
than the bondage of literal servitude. Our commander 
says, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous- 
ness?” Chains of selfishness, anger, malice, evil thoughts, 
bitterness, deceit, pride, self-will and a host of others 
bind us head, hand, and foot; and to become free from 
these we must wage a mighty battle continually. As 
soldiers of God we must be conquerors. Our warfare 
against sin and evil must be fought with weapons that 
are “not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds; casting down imaginations and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowl- 
edge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ.” 

Let us consider some of these spiritual weapons with 
which we must arm ourselves, so as to pull down the 
strongholds of sin. We must have diligence, that sterling 
quality which causes one to devote painstaking effort to 
accomplish whatever is undertaken. It is an invaluable 
quality; it seldom meets defeat—it finds a way; it is 
one of life’s crowning virtues. Remember! The King has 
commanded us to keep his precepts diligently. 

Then we must have faith, which is one of the positive 
powers upon which depends eternal life, for “without 
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faith it is impossible to please God.” 

We must add to our faith cowrage; the courage to seek 
and to speak the truth; the courage to be just; the cour- 
age to be honest; the courage to resist temptation; the 
courage to do our duty. If we do not possess this virtue, 
we have no security whatever for the preservation of any 
other. 

And we must add knowledge. God is the source of all 
true wisdom and knowledge, therefore we must look to 
Him for this diadem of priceless value. The Wise Man 
says “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wis- 
dom; and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt 
her, and she shall promote thee; she shall bring thee 
to honor when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to 
thine head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory shall 
she deliver to thee.” Yes, an enduring crown of glory, 
for—“she is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her.” 

Next we must add temperance or self-control. This 
splendid trait will keep us in the paths of rectitude. It 
is a quality of strength, a mark of worth. We should 
never be hasty but train ourselves to a thoughtful and 
careful consideration of results before acting. We are 
warned—‘Let your moderation (power of self-control) 
be known... the Lord is at hand.” 

Then to temperance we must add patience. This is a 
very important weapon and we are admonished often to 
have patience. The enemy is so persistent in his attacks 
that without patience we might give up in despair. 
We must meet difficulties with a smile and stand erect 
under the heaviest burdens. This will be necessary even 
unto the end, for Paul said, “Ye have need of patience, 
that after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive 
the promise.” 

And to patience add godliness. To be godlike one must 
possess a pure and spotless character. Purity implies a 
careful and habitual guard against everything that tends 
to pollute the mini or degenerate one in any way. We 
must be truthful, upright, and honest; steadfastly 
cleaving to the truths and ways of God. 

Then we must add brotherly kindness. Kindness has 
been defined as ‘that cheerful disposition that delights 
in contributing to the happiness of others.” God’s defini- 
tion includes all this and much more. He says, “Let the 
righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness; let him reprove 
me; it shall be an excellent oil which shall not break my 
head.” The reproofs and warnings may seem grievous 
at first, but “afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 

And to brotherly kindness we must add charity or love, 
which is a cheerful and constant obedience to all the 
commandments of God. Thus charity comprehends every 
other virtue. 

If we would conquer the enemy (self) we must “put on 
the hole armor of God.” Listen to the King’s command! 
“Stand therefore, having your loins [‘the loins of your 
mind’—I Pet. 1:13] girt about with truth, and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” If we use these weapons and these 
defenses faithfully, we shall be conquerors. But our 
warfare is not ended at this point, for we must be “more 
than conquerors’—we must “endure unto the end.” 





As the ants fought unto death, so we must fight unto 
death, even the death of the “old man’—the natural 
inclinations of the flesh. This is a victory not gained at 
once, but it means steady, continuous fighting. Every act 
is preceded by the thought, so to do right we must think 
right. This will not be an easy victory; the old thoughts 
will return again and again, but as often as they advance 
they must be forced to retreat. Reinforcements of divine 
thoughts must be kept ever ready for a relief skirmish 
at any time. When these altogether capable and effi- 
cient troops, fresh from the armory of God, are always 
in reserve and are brought forth upon every occasion, 
the enemy will eventually be defeated and the mind will 
be renewed in knowledge, the old slavery gone. But it 
must be protected ever afterward by the “helmet of 
salvation.” 





December 25--What Is It? 


OULD ANY MAN feel honored to know that his 

birthday was being wrongly celebrated on that of 

a vile criminal or degenerate? Can we then honor 
Jesus by observing as His anniversary a heathen feast 
day? 

Until the fourth century A. D., Christmas was cele- 
brated on its true date, the first day of the Hebrew month 
Abib (also true New Year’s Day), which comes in the 
spring, when shepherds could be found in the Judean 
fields; but a change took place. From “The Golden 
Bough,” by Sir James George Frazer, we quote: 

“It was the custom of the heathen to celebrate on the 
twenty-fifth of December the birthday of the Sun. 
Accordingly, when the doctors of the church perceived 
that the Christians had a leaning toward this festival, 
they took counsel and resolved that the true Nativity 
should be solemnized on that day.” From The New 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge: 

“The celebration of Christmas. .. spread rapidly from 
the middle of the fourth century onward. The pagan 
Saturnalis. . . with its riot and merry-making, was so 
popular that the Christians were glad to continue the 
festival with little change in spirit or in manner.” 

Truly, there has been little change! The customs as 
well as the date are pagan; today the festival is grossly 
commercialized, and the religious significance practically 
lost. Is it Jesus or Santa Claus? The world has substi- 
tuted for the great and loving Teacher the chimney- 
climber and distributor of presents. It is not a Christian 
occasion; it is mainly a jollification. 





When thou hast thanked thy God 
For every blessing sent, 

What time will then remain 
For murmur or lament? 


* s s s bd * * 2 


Prayer is the arrow, 
God’s promises are the bow; 

Faith is the hand that draws the bow 
To send our heart’s message to God. 
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Meditations 
On the Wo ud 


“But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream.” (Amos 5: 24). 


No one who has ever stood on the solid ground above 
the falling water at Niagara Falls and viewed the awe- 
inspiring sight it presents, could doubt the power factor 
of water in motion, But a fraction of the water of Niag- 
ara, when diverted through the turbines in the power 
houses, generates enough electric power to supply several 
nearby cities, and in addition a surplus is transmitted 
to far distant points over power-transmission lines. 

The Amazon ranks high among earth’s great rivers, 
hence is a good example of the possibilities of a mighty 
stream. Draining as it does an immense basin subjected 
to heavy tropical rains, the volume of water flowing 
through its channel is enormous. It is said that upon 
emptying into the ocean the force of its current is so 
great that it pushes a path out more than 200 miles, be- 
fore losing its freshness in the briny Atlantic. 

During floods a moderate sized stream may take on the 
proportions of a mighty rushing river, spreading ruin 
and destruction in its wake. 

In employing the simile of running water and a mighty 
stream, the Prophet was evidently trying to impress us 
with the thought that the qualities of judgment and right- 
eousness were needed in great volume to offset the influ- 
ences for evil that beset the Christian on every side. 

We might have small rivulets of goodness, judgment, 
mercy and righteousness flowing through our lives—most 
wicked men have some good streaks in their make-up— 
but in order for the good qualities to predominate 100 
percent, they must be in quantities simulating a mighty 
stream. 

A mighty river completely covers its river bed. We 
cannot conceive of as much as a square inch of the earth’s 
surface over which it flows remaining dry or unaffected 
by it. Hence if we allow the principles of judgment and 
righteousness to flow through our lives as a mighty 
stream, it will completely dominate our life pattern. Not 
a single activity of our lives can escape being affected by 
it. It will cover our speaking, leaving no place for harm- 
ful words, impatient words, vulgar words, lying words, 
boastful words, foolish words; but will impel us to speak 
only to edification, to have our conversation always with 
grace, seasoned with the salt of righteousness, that it 
may minister grace to the hearers (Eph. 4: 29; Col. 4: 6). 

It will control our thinking. An evil thought precedes 
every evil action, hence the thoughts must be controlled. 
“The thought of foolishness is sin” (Prov. 24:9), there- 
fore this mighty river will direct our thought channel 
away from foolish, sinful thoughts, and actuate us to 
think upon the things that are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely, and of good report (Phil. 4:8). 

The man or woman completely enveloped by this 
mighty stream of righteousness will heed the admonition 
to redeem the time, knowing that the days are evil (Eph. 
5: 16). They will have no time to squander on time-killing 
games, dance parties, or in places of amusement, when 


there is such a crying need in the world for acts of kind- 
ness, and so many people who have not yet heard the gos- 
pel or good news of God’s Kingdom to come on earth. 

The man being directed by this stream of righteous- 
ness will not choose his course in temporal affairs at ran- 
dom. His acceptance or rejection of any proposition con- 
fronting him will not be dictated entirely by his natural 
likes or dislikes for the same, but the current of the 
mighty river flowing through his life will impel him to 
ask: Will this be to my advantage spiritually; will it be 
helpful to others; can I do it to the glory of God? 

The chief difference between a river and a lake is mo- 
tion. It is enlightening to note that Amos, in enforcing 
this lesson on right living, did not choose as an example 
a piacid lake or pond, but a mighty rushing stream. A 
Christian’s life cannot be static. Progress in the divine 
life, the same as in temporal matters, demands action. We 
have Jesus’ own words to this effect, “. .. the kingdom 
of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.” 
“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city (Lu. 16: 16; Rev.22: 14). 

Both progress and expansion are symbolized by a flow- 
ing river. The mighty river may have started from a 
small rivulet, but other small streams added their waters 
to it until eventually it swells to great proportions. So a 
Christian’s life starts from a smail beginning, but to be 
successful must grow. Paul speaks of this need for ex- 
pansion in I Thess. 4:1, “Furthermore then we beseech 
you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as 
ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 
God, so ye would abound more and more.” Patient Job 
voiced this same sentiment when he said, “The righteous 
also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands 
shall be stronger and stronger.” Again in Proverbs 4: 18 
the same thought is expressed: “But the path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day.” 

Every object that floats upon the surface of a river 
moves in the same direction that the river is moving. 
Just imagine our surprise, should we see a large tree, up- 
rooted by the surging waters of a flood tide, persistently 
forcing its way upstream! But, no, it always goes with 
the current. Again making the application, if God’s truth 
as a mighty stream flows through our life, we will always 
be moving in the direction of that river. Also our move- 
ments will not be spasmodic, will not oscillate from one 
direction to the other, but that river will so direct us that 
we, like Paul, will “press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14), 
with the result that we will “keep judgment” and do 
“righteousness at all times” (Ps. 106: 3). 

With but few exceptions, rivers flow into the ocean. 
Likewise all who are supported upon the surface of this 
river of God and remain steadfast to its course, will be 
borne to the ocean of eternal life. 

It is a well-known physical law that water runs down- 
hill, and it was irom this angle that the lesson was drawn 
by the Prophet, but in a different and deeper sense, we 
have the paradox of water running up hill. This stream 
actually carries all who are borne upon its crystal waters 
to higher leveis, even to the high pinnacle of perfection 
cf character (Matt. 5: 48), to eventual victory over death 
and the grave, and endless immortal life in the glorious 
Kingdom of God. 





Questions and Answers 


A reader of our literature writing from Woking, 
Alberta, Canada, asks about the meaning of the five wise 
and five foolish virgins, referred to in Jesus’ parable. 
He is aware that parts of the Scriptures must be spir- 
itually discerned, hence the virgins could not be literal. 

Jesus’ parable is recorded in Matthew 25. It begins: 
“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet 
the bridegroom” (v. 1). It is a parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven shall be likened unto,” ete. And five of the virgins 
were “wise, and five were foolish.” That is human experi- 
ence over and over again. Some are wise and alert, others 
are stupid and inapprehensive. 

The foolish took their lamps “but took no oil with 
them.” They were indifferent to the possibility of an 
emergency arising. They were unprepared. Now they are 
to be brought face to face with their mistaken attitude, 
and discover themselves to be the victims of their own 
folly. 

While the bridegroom tarries they all slumber and 
sleep, but suddenly he appears, a crisis develops for the 
five foolish virgins. They discover they have no oil just 
when they need it most. They quickly appeal to the wise 
maidens for oil, but are refused. The five sensible virgins 
have enough only for themselves. The senseless virgins 
must hurry away to purchase oil. But alas, the stores are 
all closed, it is not during shopping hours, In desperation 
they awaken a friend, and finally they secure the essential 
oil, they return to the scene of the wedding feast, but find 
themselves too late to cnter. The bridegroom has arrived 
with his cortege, he has entered his house escorted by the 
five wise lamp-carrying virgins, The door has been shut. 
The marriage banquet is under way when the foolish 
virgins arrive. But it is too late. They were not prepared 
to meet life’s emergencies. 

Now in verse 13 Jesus makes the application with the 
words: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” The para- 
ble refers to His going away to heaven, and His return. 
The companion parable that follows immediately after- 
ward proves this: “For the kingdom of heaven is as a 
man travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods” (v. 14). 

Now the kingdom of heaven—or the divine plan of 
salvation through hearing and learning of the Father, 
and applying the principles of right living to one’s daily 
life—shall be likened to five “wise” and five “foolish” 
virgins. Those who over the ages have covenanted to serve 
God have displayed the same impractical tendencies as 
mankind in general. Some have been wise, many foolish, 
some “stupid,” some “sensible.” The foolish have taken 
their lamps—faith lamps—with them, have professed 
to believe in God and His word, but during the long 
period of waiting for Christ the Bridegroom to return 
they have grown careless and indifferent, and have failed 
to take the steps that will generate faith, hence when that 
auspicious event bursts upon them they will be without 
oil. Like Thomas, they will be found faithless and unbe- 
lieving, and it being too late to generate faith when Jesus 
arrives and they stand in the presence of the great Bride- 
groom, they will be forcefully barred from having a part 
in the wedding feast, and shall, for the first time in their 
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lives, realize the extent and consequences of their folly. 

The wise virgins, during the long period of waiting, 
have worked while they waited. They kept their faith 
supply well replenished. They have known beyond the 
shadow of doubt or uncertainty that the Bridegroom 
would come, and upon His arrival they were ready to 
receive Him with joy. 

“Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation,” 
if during this time we fail to build for ourselves “a good 
foundation against the time to come,” that we might “lay 
hold on eternal life,” it will be too late to do so when our 
Lord returns from heaven. 





OBITUARY 


On Tuesday, December 1, we gathered at our Megiddo 
Church to pay our last respects to an aged brother whose 
joy it was for many years to serve there with loving care 
as sexton. His decease came peacefully after a brief ill- 
ness. 

Brother Alfred Sandburg, aged 84 years, after a long 
and useful life, breathed his last on Sunday morning, 
Nov. 29. He is survived by a son, Ora Sandburg of River- 
side, Illinois; two daughters: Mrs. C. R. Owens, Erieville, 
N. Y., and Mrs. Cora §. Garlick, Oneida, N. Y. 

The deceased had made his home at MEGIDDO MISSION 
for nearly thirty years among brethren, with whom he 
shared the hope of Christ’s Kingdom to come where old 
age, death and partings are never known. The study of the 
Scriptures was his joy, its promises a staff to lean upon 
with great comfort in his declining years. He will be 
missed by our congregation. 

Funeral services were conducted by Brother K. E. 
Flowerday, interment in Mt. Hope Cemetery. 


Each golden sunrise ushers in new opportunities for those 
who retain faith in themselves and keep their chins up... 
Courage to start, and willingness to keep everlastingly at it 
are the requisites for success. Fill every golden minute of the 
day with right thinking and worth while endeavor, and there 
will be joy for you in each golden sunset. 


* * s s . s 


It is very easy to keep the demands of the spirit at a mini- 
mum, thereby releasing more energy for the satisfaction of 
the flesh. This moral laziness, this self-deception and tem- 


porizing can become a way of life that will bind us with an 
unbreakable chain. 


Humility can be likened to the cross-weave in the 
garment of righteousness, for it will be seen in and 
through every move in the life of every true follower of 
Christ. He is the Brightest Light of the humble ones, 
and because we love Him, we must strive the more to 
prove that love by walking according to the Pattern. 
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The Thought Of God 


The thought of God, the thought of Thee, Who liest near my heart, 
And yet beyond imagined space, outstretched and present art— 


The thought of Thee, above, below, around me and within, 
Is more to me than health and wealth, or love of kith and kin. 


The thought of God is like the tree beneath whose shade I lie 
And watch the fleet of snowy clouds sail o’er the silent sky. 


Tis like that soft invading light which in all darkness shines, 

The thread that through life’s somber web in golden pattern twines. 
It is a thought which ever inakes life’s sweetest smiles from tears: 
It is a daybreak to our hopes, a sunset to our fears. 


Within a thought so great, our souls little and modest grow, 
And, by its vastness awed, we learn the art of walking slow. 


The wild flower on the grassy nound scarce bends its pliant form 
When overhead the autumnal wood is thundering like a storm. 


So is it with our humbled souls, down in the thought of Go 

So is it with our humbled souls, d the thought of God, 
Scarce conscious in their sober peace of the wild storms abroad. 
To think of Thee is alinost prayer, and is outspoken praise; 

And pain can even passive thoughts to actual worship raise. 


All murmurs le inside Thy will which are to Thee addressed: 
To suffer for Thee is our work, to think of Thee, our rest. 











